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nental Europe. The third king of the line, a man
of strong character, if of limited understanding, was
prevented from pursuing a steady policy by long
intervals of insanity. His son came to the throne,
hopelessly discredited by personal irregularity, and
enfeebled by years and dissipation. The successor
of George IV. was an elderly Prince, of good in-
tentions, and mediocre ability; and from him the
sceptre passed to a girl of eighteen.

It is significant that the true constitutional system,
as defined in the books, was not really established
till the reign of a female Sovereign.   Even George
IV., broken by age and disease, made  an angry
struggle against his Cabinet; even William IV.
appealed, though ineffectually, from the Ministry and
the Parliamentary majority to the nation when he
dismissed Lord Melbourne in 1834.   If the sons of
George III, had been vigorous and capable rulers ;
if "William 3V. had been succeeded, not by a young
lady, but a man of talent and energy in the prime
of life: the political evolution of the nineteenth
century might have taken a different turn.   The
subtle and delicate balance, by which the hereditary, "*
Monarchy and the elective Ministry are enabled,., "to
work in unison, is most likely to be conserved when
the Sovereign is a woman, and the executive chief
a statesman of dignified station ^aud commanding
talent

The large and philosophical generalisations, with
which we are familiar, are i^% drawn from the ex-
ceptional conditions that prewiled during the reign
of Queen Victoria. When we^are told that "the
suggestion of the Sovereign may Influence the judg-
ment of the minister;" that "Princes are rather